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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


John  R.  Frank 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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AN  ORIGINAL  POLAROID®  LAND  PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME <CU4- 


ADDRESS. 


For  your  convenience 
when  ordering  copies, 
indicate  the  number  of 
copies  desired  in  the 
appropriate  box  for  the 
size(s)  you  select. 
P558A-1    5/70 


REGULAR  SIZE  COPIES 
WALLET  SIZE  COPIES 
5x7  ENLARGEMENTS [__ 

8  x  10  ENLARGEMENTS! 1 

35mm  SLIDESI S 

Printed  in  U.S.A. 
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"Postmaster" 

Limited  edition  of  75 
Cast  in  Bronze 
Height:  26" 


"In  Mr.  Brady's  Studio" 

Height:  10" 

Plans  are  now  being  made  to  cast  this 
sculpture  in  bronze. 


The  Abraham  Lincoln  Gallery 

2431  Clay  Street 

St.  Charles,  Mo.  63301 

(314)  724-1889 

John  R.  Frank 


Lincoln 
Sculpture 


By 


John  Frank 


Prairie  Lawyer' 

Limited  edition  of  75 
Cast  in  Bronze 
Height:  20" 


John  Frank  of  St.  Charles,  Missouri, 
has  been  posessed  by  the  power  and 
fascination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  As  a  boy  in  Kamps- 
ville,  Illinois,  he  first  fashioned  what  he 
thought  was  a  good  likeness  of  President 
Lincoln  from  a  bar  of  soap.  Soon  the 
soap  and  pocket  knife  were  replaced  by 
wood  and  chisels.  Now  his  sculptures 
not  only  capture  the  likness  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  but  also  capture  the  moods  and 
feelings  of  this  great  man. 

During  the  last  50  years,  John  Frank 
has  studied  the  life  of  the  man  he  calls 
"Mr.  Lincoln"  and  each  of  his  sculptures 
is  based  on  a  specific  event  or  period  in 
Lincoln's  life.  As  an  artist,  Mr.  Frank 
feels  that  there  must  be  a  relationship 


between  the  subject  and  the  medium. 
To  him  the  character  and  strength  of 
wood  and  bronze  seem  fitting  for 
sculptures  of  the  man  who  guided  our 
nation  through  the  crisis  of  civil  war. 

The  limited  edition  bronzes  shown  in 
this  brochure  are  cast  by  the  lost  wax 
process.  This  method  retains  the  strong, 
crisp  chisel  work  that  is  so  characteristic 
of  his  wood  sculpture. 

An  exhibit  of  Mr.  Frank's  sculptures 
was  displayed  at  Gettysburg  National 
Park  for  two  years.  Currently  there  is  an 
exhibit  of  his  works  at  the  Lincoln  Home 
National  Historic  Site  in  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois. An  engraving  of  his  sculpture, 
"Lincoln  the  Postmaster,"  was  used  by 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service  in  Springfield, 
Illinois,  on  a  special  cachet  envelope 
which  was  issued  on  the  date  the 
sculpture  was  unveiled. 

Three  of  the  Frank  bronzes  have  been 
added  to  the  great  Lincoln  collection  of 
Meisei  University  in  Tokyo,  Japan. 
Examples  of  his  bronzes  have  recently 
been  purchased  by  the  Illinois  State 
Historical  Library  and  will  be  on  perma- 
nent display  at  the  Old  State  Capitol  in 
Springfield.  Another  is  in  the  Louis  A. 
Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum  in 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

The  collection  of  sculptures  illustrated 
in  this  brochure  represents  the  life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  from  his  days  as  a 
young  man  in  New  Salem  to  the  last 
days  of  his  presidency.  It  is  an  important 
contribution,  both  in  terms  of  art  and 
Lincolniana. 


The  Last  Days' 

Limited  edition  of  75 
Cast  in  Bronze 
Height:  25" 
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DELLRAY  BRONZE,  INC. 


Dellray  Bronze  was  established  in 
1974  and  has  since  grown  into  one  of  the 
largest  foundry  works  in  the  nation.  Be- 
ginning as  a  small  foundry,  it  now  pro- 
duces works  ranging  from  small  minute 
pieces  to  those  of  monumental  size  costing 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Since  1954,  company  president  Bill 
Steely's  unique  style  of  creating  a  wax 
mold  and  casting  has  not  gone  without 
notice.  His  expertise,  over  the  years,  has 
been  sought  by  noted  artists  and  sculptors. 


Assisting  Bill  in  company  administration  is  wife, 
Dell  Steely. 


SCULPTOR 

JOHN  FRANK 
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Cruise  To  Benefit 
Lincoln  Statue 


Take  a  trip  to  the  past  aboard  a 
paddlewhcel  rivcrboat  and  help  bring 
Lincoln  back  to  Illinois. 

A  cruise  aboard  the  "Spirit  of  St. 
Charles"  riverboat  is  being 
sponsored  by  The  People's  Tribute 
to  Lincoln  Committee  and  the 
Jcrseyville  Rotary  Club.  Proceeds 
from  the  cruise  will  help  place  a  life- 
size  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at 
the  Lincoln  Home  National  Historic 
Site. 

The  "Spirit  of  St.  Charles"  is  a 
replica  of  the  riverboats  that  were  a 
common  sight  on  the  Illinois  and 
Mississippi  Rivers  at  the  turn  of  the 
century. 

This  three  deck,  300-passenger 
vessel  was  built  to  authentic 
Victorian  style,  with  all  the  grace 
and  elegance  of  a  simpler  time.  The 
passengers  will  be  provided  with 
entertainment.  Hors  d'ocuvres  will 
be  served  and  a  cash  bar  will  be 
available.  Tickets  are  $25  each  and 
are  tax  deductible. 

In  addition  to  taking  a  trip  back  in 
time,  passengers  will  also  become  a 
part  of  history.  The  names  of  all 
contributors  will  be  placed  in  a  time 
capsule  sealed  in  the  base  of  the 
statue. 

John  W.  Frank  of  Batchtown  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Lincoln 
Committee. 


"We  have  raised  over  $35,000  of 
the  $100,000  needed  to  complete  the 
project,"  Frank  said.  "Most  of  our 
contributions  have  come  from 
individuals-people  who  want  to  be 
able  to  tell  their  children  and 
grandchildren  that  their  family  helped 
place  the  statue  at  the  most  visited 
Lincoln  site  in  America." 

Most  of  the  large  Lincoln  statues 
in  the  United  States  have  been  placed 
through  fund  raising  campaigns  such 
as  this  one,  Frank  said. 

The  statue,  selected  by  ihe 
National  Park  Service,  depicts 
Lincoln  as  the  "Prairie  Lawyer."  The 
work  was  done  by  Kampsville  native 
John  R.  Frank. 

Frank,  who  died  last  September  at 
the  age  of  81,  was  a  nationally 
known  Lincoln  sculptor. 

Frank's  daughter-in-law,  Berva 
Frank  of  Batchtown,  has  taken  over 
sculpting  the  life-size  statue  based 
on  the  original  20-inch  wood 
sculpture. 

Both  the  wood  sculpture  and  the 
life-size  bust  will  be  on  display 
during  the  cruise. 

The  "Spirit  of  St.  Charles"  will 
board  at  7:30  p.m.  Sunday,  July  16, 
at  Pcre  Marquette  Harbor.  It  will 
return  to  the  stale  park  at  10  p.m. 

For  information,  contact  John  W. 
Frank  at  396-2270. 

or  Bill  Halemeyer  at  376-6941 


The  Peoples  Tribute  to  Lincoln,  Ine. 

*David  Robertson    St.  Charles,  Missouri 

(Chairman) 

*Jean  Baggerman  St.  Charles,  Missouri 

*Paul  Bozwell    St.  Charles,  Missouri 

Yvonne  Brandis  Springfield,  Illinois 

*John  W.  Frank    Batchtown,  Illinois 

*Marvin  Gold    St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Vern  Martens  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Judith  Meiron Springfield,  Illinois 

Gerry  Prinster St.  Charles,  Missouri 

Jim  Quackenbush St.  Charles,  Missouri 

Nicky  Stratton Springfield,  Illinois 

*Arlene  Williams-Hogue  St.  Charles,  Missouri 

Don  Zimmerman   Long  Beach,  California 

*Board  of  Directors 

Members  of  the  Advisory  Committee: 

Dr.  Gabor  S.  Boritt Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 

Lincoln  author  and  history  professor 

Thomas  J.  Dyba Downers  Grove,  Illinois 

Executive  Secretary— Lincoln  Group  of  Illinois 

Paul  Findlcy  Jacksonville,  Illinois 

Lincoln  author  and  former  U.S.  Congressman 

Dr.  Walter  L.  Powell Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 

History  professor  and  Executive  Director  of  the 
Gettysburg  Battlefield  Preservation  Association 

Frank  J.  Williams    Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Lincoln  collector,  lecturer,  and  President  of  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  Association 


If  you  can  not  go  on  the  riverboat 
cruise,  but  would  like  to  become  a  part 
of  this  historic  project,  please  send 
your  donation  to:  The  People's  Tribute 
to  Lincoln,  Inc.,  Arlene  Williams-Hogue 
Chairman,  P.O.  Box  1202,  St.  Charles, 
Missouri,  63302. 
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the  "thing"  of  self-taught 
John  Frank  is  Abraham  Lincoln 


primitive  sculptor  in  wood 


text  by  SHIRLEY  ALTHOFF 
pictures  by  DICK  WEDDLE 


what 


John  Frank  of  St  Charles 

you  might  call  sort  of  a  rustic 

Renaissance  man. 

An  antique  dealer  by  trade,  he's 
also  a  painter,  sculptor,  architect, 
builder,  designer  and  maker  of 
furniture.  And  in  bygone  days, 
he's  supervised  construction  crews 
building  roads  and  bridges,  taught 
basic  aircraft  mechanics  and 
owned  a  metal  parts  manufactiur- 


Now  at  64,  he'i 
on  the  things  he  likes  best — sculp- 
ture, painting  and  antiques. 

While  Frank  took  a  night 
school  course  in  commercial  art 
at  Soldan  High  School  back  in 
1929-30,  he's  a  self-taught  sculp- 
tor. His  medium  is  wood  and  his 
"thing,"  as  he  puts  it,  is  Abraham 
Lincoln.  So  far,  he's  carved  five 
Lincoln  pieces  —  a  seated  relief 
figure,  a  standing  figure  of  Lin- 
coln as  he  was  when  he  traveled 
the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit  in  Illi- 
nois, two  heads  based  on  the  way 
CONTINUED 


44  v 


Above,  John  Frank  chips  away 

at  the  current  Lincoln  head  he  is 

working  on.  At  right  is  his  latest 

sculpture — a  bearded   Lincoln 

looking  as  he  might  have  looked 

at  the  Gettysburg  Address.  Frank 

uses  a  mixture  of  linseed  oil, 

turpentine,  beeswax  and  a  small 

amount  of  satin-finish  lacquer  to 


sculptor  in  wood 


The  St.  Charles  antique  dealer  displays  two  of  his 

earlier  works.  Frank's  particular  favorite  is  the  standing 

figure  which  he  did  20  years  ago  and  has  titled,  "That 

reminds  me  of  a  story  . . ."  Below,  his  collection  of 

Lincoln  photographs  is  an  important  aid  in  his  sculpturing. 


he  looked  shortly  before  his  inau- 
guration, and  a  bearded  head  de- 
picting him  at  the  time  of  Gettys- 
burg. 

Frank  finally  sold  one  head  to 
Robert  Mathers  of  Indianapolis 
after  Mr.  Mathers  had  made  sev- 
eral trips  to  St.  Charles  trying  to 
persuade  him  to  sell  it  He  also 
has  been  invited  to  place  his  pieces 
on  display  at  the  Benton  School 
in  St.  Charles  and  later,  the  First 
State  Bank  there. 

Currently,  the  pipe-smoking 
balding  sculptor  has  begun  carv- 
ing a  caricature  of  Lincoln  out  of 
a  slender  piece  of  ebony  which  a 
friend  gave  him. 

"My  first  carving  of  Lincoln 
was  made  out  of  a  bar  of  soap," 
says  Frank.  "That  was  about  20 
years  ago.  I  had  done  water  col- 
ors, even  some  oils,  and  I  always 
was  trying  to  get  a  depth  that 
wasn't  there  until  I  started  carv- 
ing. As  for  Lincoln,  I've  had  a 
great   admiration  for  him  ever 


nally  from  Illinois. 


born  i 


Through  the  years  he's  collected 
about  100  pieces  of  Lincoln  memo- 
rabilia including  books,  photo- 
graphs, a  copy  of  the  Ford  Thea- 
tre playbill  from  the  night  of  the 
assassination,  and  his  pride  and 
joy,  a  cannon  ball  from  Gettys- 
burg. 

He  got  the  ball  from  a  friend, 
Perry  Middleton.  It  seems  that 
when  Middleton  was  five  years  old 
he  lived  next  door  to  a  Union  army 
veteran,  Jim  Webster  of  Concord, 
HI.  Webster  had  been  on  guard 
duty  in  Gettysburg  that  Novem- 
ber day  of  1863  when  Lincoln  gave 
his  memorable  address.  He  found 
the  cannon  ball  lodged  in  a  tree 
about  three  feet  from  where  the 
president  was  standing.  Years 
later,  he  promised  his  little  neigh- 
bor that  he  would  get  the  cannon 
ball  when  he  died.  The  promise 
was  kept. 

Frank,  who  uses  the  many  pho-- 
tographs  he  has  as  references  for 
his  sculpture,  estimates  that  he 
worked  about  200  hours  on  the 


head  that  Mather  owns. 

"And  that  doesn't  count  the 
time  I  spent  looking,"  he  notes. 
"If  I  worked  three  houra  on  it,  an 
hour  of  that  would  be  just  look- 
ing." 

Referring  to  himself  as  a  prim- 
itive sculptor,  Frank  points  out 
that  he  usually  "wanders  all  over 
the  place"  when  he's  working  on 
a  piece,  switching  from  nose  to 
ear  to  cheek  and  so  on.  But  he's 
professional  enough  to  use  vari- 
ous gauges,  which  he  makes  him- 
self, to  keep  facial  features  prop- 
erly proportioned  and  other  aids 
such  as  cut-out  profiles. 

Another  facet  of  Frank's  talent 
is  designing  and  making  furniture, 
especially  tables,  a  pastime  that 
stems  both  from  his  interest  in 
antiques  and  wood  carving. 

"I  use  strictly  the  Shaker  ap- 
proach,    no     embellishments,     no 

fancy  moldings,"  he  says  of  the       pieces  he's  created, 
handsome  sawbuck  tables  he  fash-  "When   my  wife,   Jane,    and   I 

ions  of  old  white  pine  barn  siding.  were  married  we  bought  Uncle 
He  has  a  number  of  them  in  his  Dick  Slack's  highly-polished  waterr 
own  home,  along  with  corner  cab-  front  furniture,  just  like  a  lot  of 
inets,  bathroom  vanities  and  other 
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Left,  Frank  carries  a 
piece  of  ebony  that  he 
intends  to  carve  over 
to  his  workshop  in  the 
barn.  'However,  he 
normally  works  in  the 
studio  in  his  spacious 
log  cabin  home  which 
he  built  himself.  Below, 


other  people," 
smile.  "Then  later  we  went  to 
Victorian  and  finally  to  our  real 
love,  Shaker." 

Like  many  other  people  who  fi- 
nally find  their  niche,  Frank  more 
or  less  just  stumbled  into  the 
antique  business.  After  World 
War  II,  he  formed  a  metal  parts 
manufacturing  company  of  which 
he  now  reflects  cheerfully,  "The 
plain  fact  is  that  I  went  broke  in 
that  business."  As  a  temporary 
measure  he  went  into  the  second- 
hand furniture  business. 

"Once  in  a  while  some  good 
pieces  would  come  in,"  he  recalls. 
"And  when  I  started  getting  in- 
terested in  antiques,  I  was  like  a 
guy  who  had  never  tasted  bourbon 
but  once  he  got  a  swallow,  he 
couldn't  get  enough." 

Soon  he  and  his  wife  began 
selling  antiques  —  a  few  pieces 
of  glassware  and  furniture — work- 
ing out  of  the  dining  room  of 
their  home.  When  the  business  got 
too  big,  they  moved  their  merchan- 
dise out  to  a  barn  in  back.  That 
was  when  Prank  decided  to  build 
a  new  house  next  door,  a  log  cabin 
dwelling  that  would  contain  both 
his  shop  and  living  quarters. 

"It  was  1954  and  we  were  still 
short  of  money  so  1  knew  I'd  have 
to  do  the  work  myself,"  he  says. 
"I  drew  a  pencil  sketch  and  we 
went  on  from  there.  We  didn't 
have  any  blue  prints  or  anything; 
the  place  just  grew  like  Topsy." 


The  Franks  got 
from  barns  that  wi 
down  at  St.  Peter's  and  Blaze  Sta- 
tion, enough  to  start  on  the  front 
of  the  house,  and  bricks  from 
other  buildings  being  demolished 
in  the  area. 

"It  was  almost  uncanny  the  way 
we  kept  getting  material  when  we 
needed  it.  I  don't  think  we  could 
have  done  it  if  we  were  starting 
out  now,"  he  points  out.  "The  ma- 
terials aren't  that  available  today." 

One  of  his  favorite  stories 
happened  during  the  early  part  of 
the  construction. 

"We  had  just  gotten  the  front 
partly  up  and  I  was  out  in  my  yard 
when  some  people  passed  by.  They 
said,  'Look  at  what  some  damn 
fool  is  building  right  next  to  that 
nice  house !'"  he  chuckles. 

Actually,  it  took  Frank  15  years 
to  finish  the  house.  The  last  of 
three  bedrooms  was  completed  last 
year.  He  maintains  he  has  no  idea 
of  the  square  footage  it  contains 
("I  don't  even  know  the  size  of 
any  of  the  rooms,  really")  but  the 
front  part  of  the  massive  two- 
story  structure  contains  his  ■shop- 
Log  Cabin  Antiques-  and  the  back 
part,  the  spacious  living  quarters 
and  Frank's  studio. 

"Actually  building  a  house  is  a 
lot  like  sculpturing,"  he  maintains. 


to 


had 

line,  like  a  blueprint,  I  probably 
would  have  fallen  flat  on  my  face. 
I  just  can't  work  that  way." 
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JOHN  FRANK: 

^  LINCOLN  SCULPTOR 


Dear  Sir: 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  introduce  you  to  a  man  whose  work,  I  feel,  may  be  of 
interest  to  you  from  an  artistic  standpoint.  His  name  is  Mr.  John  Frank  and  he  is  a  72-year  old  resident 
of  historic  St.  Charles,  Mo. 

John  is  a  many  faceted  man;  an  antique  dealer  by  trade  he  is  also  a  carpenter,  furniture  builder, 
watercolor  artist  and  wood  sculptor;  having  devoted  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  to  sculpting  his 
favorite  subject,  Abraham  Lincoln.  John's  dedication  to  Lincoln  springs  from  a  lifelong  admiration  for 
the  man  and  the  humble  pioneering  lifestyle  from  which  he  sprang.  John  feels  a  strong  kinship  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  that  respect,  and  that  feeling  is  evident  in  each  of  his  pieces.  John's  watercolors  of 
weathered  Missouri  barns  and  his  fine  wood  sculptures  of  Lincoln  have  a  warm  quality  about  them 
which  compliment  his  own  personality.  He  is,  by  his  own  definition  a  primitive,  being  completely  self- 
taught  except  for  a  two  year  course  in  Commercial  Art  taken  in  1929;  he  considers  that  course  a 
hinderance  to  his  artistic  efforts.  Over  the  years  John's  work  has  become  quite  collectible  and  now 
commands  a  good  price  when  it  is  available;  but  it  is  seldom  available.  Due  in  part  to  this  fact,  John  has 
decided  to  reproduce  in  Bronze  several  pieces  of  his  Lincoln  sculpture  from  his  personal  collection 
along  with  limited  edition  prints  of  two  of  his  watercolors.  Each  of  these  items  will  be  strictly  limited 
to  150  reproductions. 

The  bronzes  will  be  cast  by  the  "lost  wax"  process,  thus  making  each  piece  individual  and  unique; 
they  will  be  signed  and  numbered  and  after  careful  hand  finishing  by  the  artist  himself,  will  be  mounted 
on  a  base  of  hand  polished  Missouri  black  walnut  set  with  an  inscribed  brass  plaque.  Bronze  number  one; 
a  bust  of  Lincoln,  standing  8  inches  high  (not  including  base)  is  entitled,  and  bears  the  inscription: 
"With  Malice  Toward  None"  on  its  brass  plaque.  Bronze  number  two;  a  full  figure  of  Lincoln,  measures 
21  inches  high  (not  including  base)  and  is  entitled:  "The  Last  Days";  its  inscription  will  read:  "It  was 
April  tenth,  1865.  The  terrible  Civil  War  had  ended.  Mr.  Lincoln  went  to  Alexander  Gardner's  studio  to 
have  his  picture  taken,  it  was  the  last.  Five  days  later  these  sad  eyes  would  close  forever  .  .  .  The  world 
would  long  remember".  In  each  case  the  polished  walnut  base  will  add  between  two  and  three  inches  to 
the  total  height  of  the  piece. 

The  prints  are  perfect  reproductions  of  the  original  watercolors,  faithful  in  every  detail,  and  are 
on  heavyweight,  high  quality  rag  watercolor  paper,  suitable  for  immediate  framing.  Both  prints  are  of 
nostalgic  Missouri  winter  landscapes  and  are  numbered  and  signed  by  the  artist.  Print  number  one  is 
entitled  "Benchmark"  and  measures  141/2"  x  141/2"  over  the  subject  area.  Print  number  two  is  entitled 
"Femme  Osage"  and  measures  14"  x  22"  over  the  subject  area. 

Mr.  Frank's  work  has  become  increasingly  sought  after  by  knowledgeable  collectors  of  primitive 
American  art  and  is  certain  to  appreciate  in  value;  thus  making  it  a  wise  investment,  as  well  as  an  out- 
standing example  of  one  mans  dedication  to  a  dream  .  .  . 

If  you  are  interested  in  purchasing  any  of  the  above  listed  items,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
Mr.  Frank  personally  at  2431  West  Clay  Street,  St.  Charles,  Mo.  63301,  phone  314-724-1889  or  myself 
as  agent  for  the  artist  at  547  First  Capitol  Dr.,  St.  Charles,  Mo.  63301,  phone  723-0887  or  723-7617. 

Respectfully, 


^•(£w^ 


Joel  H.  Watkins 


Serious  inquiries  only,  please. 


John  Frank  of  St.  Charles. 


Robert  Hostkoetter 


Left,  Frank  rubs  oil  into  a 
full  figure  which  he  calls 
"The  day  Mr.  Lincoln  was  shot.' 

Below,  a  favorite  study 
of  a  young  Lincoln  titled 
"That  reminds  me  of  a  story . . . 

Below  right,  the 
striking  "Gettysburg 
Lincoln"  owned  by 
Robert  Sydow  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee. 


Robert  Hostkoetter 


Lincoln  sculptor,  painter,  furniture  maker, 
architect,  cabin  builder,  antique  dealer . . .  and  citizen 
of  historic  St.  Charles,  Missouri.  John  Frank  is  all  of 
these.  And  more. 

In  earlier  years  Frank  built  roads  and  bridges. 
Taught  aircraft  mechanics.  Owned  a  manufacturing 
plant.  Because  this  last  enterprise  failed,  he  opened  a 
secondhand  furniture  business.  It  was  a  major  change 
in  John  Frank's  life. 

Occasionally  a  few  good  pieces  of  old  furniture 
would  come  in  and  John  and  his  wife,  Jane,  became 
fascinated  with  antiques.  As  time  passed  this  flourished 
into  a  great  love  for  American-primitive  and  Shaker 
furniture.  The  business  grew  out  of  their  house,  into 
a  barn,  and  finally  led  Frank  to  an  important 
decision.  He  would  build  a  log  cabin  next 
door  that  would  house  the  antique 
shop  and  ultimately  his  living  4r~ 

quarters.  J6flL^f    «• 


I 


Right,  Frank  studies  a 

watercolor  in  the  44-foot 

gallery  in  the  Log  House 

Antiques  shop.  Frank 

devotes  many  hours  to  the 

painting  of  weathered  old 

barns  and  farmhouses  in 

the  rolling  hills 

surrounding  St.  Charles. 


Robert  Hostkoetter 


Dick  Weddle 


It  took  15  years.  For  Frank  it  was  a  labor  of  love 
and  dedication.  The  bricks  in  the  shop  came  from 
half  a  dozen  houses  in  the  old  French  section  of 
St.  Charles,  Missouri's  first  capital.  The  logs  came 
from  historic  cabins  in  St.  Peters,  Missouri,  and 
Blase  Station  in  St.  Charles  County.  But  the  dedi- 


cation came  from  a  lifelong  admiration  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  the  simple  pioneering  lifestyle  from 
which  he  sprang. 

It  was  over  a  quarter-century  ago  that  Frank 
made  his  first  carving  of  Lincoln  from  a  bar  of  soap. 
Today  his  medium  is  wood,  and  there  is  always  a 
partially  completed  Lincoln  in  his  workshop  studio. 
He  is  self-taught  and  thinks  of  himself  as  a  prim- 
itive. But  the  strength  and  love  most  viewers  see  in 
his  work  seem  to  suggest  that  the  term  primitive  is 
inadequate.  He  is  a  man  with  a  deep  regard  for  a 
day  when  life  was  simpler,  values  seemed  more 
enduring  and  the  work  a  man  could  do  with  his  own 
hands  had  lasting  value.  John  Frank's  dream  is  to 
keep  that  day  alive. 

Marvin  Gold 


Above,  the  Lincoln  House,  John  Frank's 
personal  gift  to  America's  Bicentennial. 
The  two-room  log  cabin  built  by  Frank 
behind  his  antique  shop  was  dedicated 
one  minute  past  midnight  on  January  1, 
1976,  as  a  monument  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  cabin  is  available  for  tours,  and 
hundreds  of  schoolchildren  have  gained 
an  insight  into  their  American 
heritage  here. 

Left,  John  and  Jane  Frank  spend  an 
evening  in  front  of  the  massive  fireplace 
he  built  for  their  home  in  the  Log  House 
Antiques  shop. 


Robert  Hostkoetter 
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ST.  LOUIS  POST-DISPATCH 


Lincoln  Log:  30  Year^  Chipping  Away 


JOHN   FRANK  really  doesn't 
remember  when  he  started 
carving  Lincoln  in  wood-  But  he 


ures,"  the  71-year-old  Frank 
said.  "Most  are  in  Missouri 
black  walnut.  The  smaller  fig- 
ures"are  carved  in  pearwood.  It 
has  a  nice  texture,  good  porosity, 
and  it's  dense.  So  the  pearwood 
does  well  for  miniatures." 

Frank  said  he  was  from  Illi- 
nois, which  probably  sparked  his 
interest    in    the    carving.    That, 


Recently.  I  arranged  to  have  i 


tured  on  this  page.  Others  hav 
been  sold.  He  parted  with  one  fo 
$2,000.  He  does  other  carvings  a 
well,  mostly  birds.   Frank  als 


St.  Charles.  To 


?  the  Franks'  living  quar- 


They  now 
building  at 
erty.  They  c 
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Lincoln  -  A  Lifelong  Fa, 


(Continu 


on  January  1,  1976,  as  a  bicentennial 
monument  to  'Father  Abraham.' 

The  complex  now  includes  a  tool 
museum  and  a  country  store  and 
Frank  suspects  he  may  not  be  finish- 
ed yet. 

The  original  Log  House  idea  came 
from  John  Frank's  lifelong  admira- 
tion for  Lincoln  and  the  simple 
pioneering  lifestyle  from  which  he 
came.  The  bricks  in  the  shop  came 
from  half  a  dozen  houses  in  the  old 
French  section  of  St.  Charles.  The 
logs  came  from  historic  cabins  in  St. 


Peters  and  Blase  Station  in  St. 
Charles  County. 

Tours  are  available  simply  by 
calling  John  and  Jane.  They  request, 
however,  that  reservations  be  made 
in  advance  because  they  are  the 
caretakers  of  the  complex.  Their 
number  is  724-1889. 

What  will  happen  to  Frank's  crea- 
tion once  he  and  his  wife  are  gone  is 
a  question  he  has  been  pondering 
lately.  Although  both  are  in  good 
health,  Frank  reasons  that  the  time 
will  come  when  someone  else  will 


have  to  run  the  operation. 

"The  continuity  we've  establis| 
here  is  certainly  worth  saving 
future  generations.  Lately.  I've  b| 
trying  to  decide  about  the  best 
to  preserve  it,  although  we  intenc 
be  around  for  a  log  while,"  he  i 

Returning  to  Lincoln  again,  Fr^ 
reasons  that  he  lived  and  died  at 
right  time  in  history.  "During 
Civil  War,  Lincoln  tried  to  restoH 
after  the  war.  But  most  of  his  con! 
tuents  in  the  North  wanted  just 
opposite.  Politically,  I  doubt  if 
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cination  For  Local  Artist 


Led  from  Page  1AE) 


coin  would  have  survived.  They 
led  would  have  tried  to  impeach  him.  He 
|for  would  have  been  persecuted  and 
pen  maligned  by  a  hard-core  faction  in 
pay  the  North  that  wanted  to  punish  the 
to       South,"  Frank  says. 

Frank  is  good  at  relating  tales  of 
Ink      Lincoln.   He  SDoke  brief lv  of  i, in- 


laughed  it  off,  but  later  he  decided 
she  was  right  and  grew  it."  Lincoln 
kept  the  beard  to  the  day  of  his- 

death:  7:22  a.m.  on  April  15,  1865, 
some  10  hours  after  being  snot  by 
John  Wilkes  Booth. 


The  6t.  Charles  '  historian  and 
craftsman  will  continue  his  attempts 
to  capture  Lincoln  with  his  hands, 
his  heart  and  his  mind.  If  all  goes 
well,  Frank  plans  to  work  into  his 
90's. 


Sculptor  Captures  Lincoln  As  'Prairie  Lawyer 


..-.>-1 


By  John  J.  Archibald 

01  Iht  Post-Oi»ptteh  Staff  , 

THREE  SCORE  and  four  years  ago,  wheo  John     n« 
Frank  was  16,  he  did  his  first  sculpture;  o$  -  ^°u    ; 
Abraham  Lincoln.  It  was^arv^Urem  a  ba^of  ,VA 
soap,  and  it  was  pretty  bad.  *. ."■  V  rtfl  Uft^'  c<  ^ 

"Sometimes  I  show  it  to  scboolchtdrehVbo^hfiW  *-" 
some  interest  to  sculpture  but  who  are  timid,"  1;  rank  ito. 
said.  "I  point  out  how  little  resemblance  it  BjKUrancoln 
—  it  even  gives  him  a  flat  nose  —  and  drey  are  sure  they 
can  at  least  do  better  than  that." 

Frank  now  does  much  better  than  that  himself.  If  all 
goes  well,  a  life-size  statue  of  the  country's  I6tb 
president  by  Frank  soon  will  stand  near  the  house  in 
Springfield,  111.,  where  Lincoln  lived  for  20  years  before 
leaving  for  Washington. 

Frank  and  his  wife,  Jane,  a  retired  schoolteacher, 
have  operated  the  Log  House  antique  shop  in  SL  Charles 
for  45  years.  When  be  wasn't  busy  dealing  in  treasures 
from  long  ago,  however,  Frank  devoted  his  time  to 
learning  more  about  Lincoln  and  creating  in  wood  some 
of  the  important  moments  in  Lincoln's  life. 

"This  man  Lincoln  has  captured  me  completely," 
Frank  said.  UI  have  studied  him  intensely  and  because 
of  this  I  believe  I  have  captured  Lincoln's  true  self. 

"That's  why  the  sculpturelhat  has  been  accepted  by 
the  visitor  center  at  the  Lincoln  Home  National  Historic 
Site,  showing  a  relaxed  Lincoln  with  bat  in  band,  is 
different  from  most  other  statues  of  him." 

The  statue  headed  for  Springfield  is  titled  "Prairie 
Lawyer."  It  depicts  Lincoln  as  he  was  when  he  rode  the 
8th  Judicial  Circuit  to  central  Illinois. 

"Imagine  that  Lincoln  has  been  driving  down  a 
country  road  and  he  sees  a  man  working  in  the  field," 
Frank  said.  "He  stops  his  buggy,  walks  over  and  leans 
against  a  rail  fence. 

"Something  is  said,  and  Lincoln  has  just  replied,  'Well, 
now,  that  reminds  me  of  a  story.'" 


Wayne  CrossJin/Posi-Dispatch 

Sculptor  John  Frank  with  a  model  of  the  life- 
size  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  he  hopes  to 
erect  near  Lincoln's  house  in  Springfield,  III. 

Only  a  lack  of  money  for  tbe  bronze  casting  is 
delaying  tbe  project  About  $100,000  will  be  needed  to 
complete  the  statue  and  have  It  installed.  A  committee 
beaded  by  David  Robertson,  a  senior  analyst  for 
Anbeuser-Busch,  is  trying  to  raise  the  funds. 

One  of  the  big  efforts  will  be  a  boat  ride  on  the  night 


of  Aug.  27  on  the  paddle-wheeler  Spirit  of  SL  Cha 
donation  of  $25  will  be  requested. 

The  DelRay  Bronze  foundry  in  Houston  has  bei 
assigned  the  job  of  converting  Frank's  20-inch  m( 
into  a  life-size  version.  ("When  Lincoln  wasaskec 
height,"  Frank  said,  "he  always  replied,  'Six-foot- 
nearJy.' ") 

To  guide  him  as  he  carves,  tbe  80-year-old  ai 
relies  on  photographs  of  Lincoln  and  a  copy  of  a  I 
mask  made  in  1860.  Another  artist,  Leonard  Volk 
the  mask  shortly  after  Lincoln  was  elected  presid 
also  is  believed  to  have  been  used  by  Gutzon  Bori 
when  be  was  planning  the  bust  of  Lincoln  for  Moi 
Rushmore. 

Frank  is  a  self-taught  sculptor.  He  studied 
commercial  art  at  night  school  while  working  for 
Bros.,  a  wholesaler,  a  half-century  ago,  but  be  stu 
mostly  to  pencil  and  oils. 

"In  the  late  1940s,  the  blacksmith  whose  shop  \ 
next  door  asked  me  if  I  could  carve  a  cowboy  b« 
be  could  use  as  a  model  for  door  knockers,"  Frar 
"It  turned  out  all  right,  so  I  carved  a  campfire  sc< 
with  a  trail  scout  and  bis  horse. 

"Then  I  did  my  first  wood  carving  of  Lincoln,  a 
has  inspired  me  ever  since." 

One  of  the  more  striking  works  in  Frank's  colh 
a  depiction  of  Lincoln  just  after  he  bad  learned  o 
defeat  of  the  Union  army  in  the  battle  at 
Chancellorsville,  Va. 

"Gen.  Joe  Hooker  had  bragged  to  the  president 
he  would  crush  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  wheo  tbey  mi 
Frank  said.  "But  on  May  5. 1863,  Lincoln  receive 
that  Hooker  had  been  soundly  defeated  by  Lee's 
force. 

"I  have  shown  Lincoln  with  a  cape  over  his  slu 
shoulders  as  I  imagined  he  must  have  appeared  < 
the  news.  He  had  gone  to  the  War  Department  te 


See  SCULPTOR.  Paj 
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cination  For  Local  Artist 
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coin  would  have  survived.  They 
led  would  have  tried  to  impeach  him.  He 
Ifor  would  have  been  persecuted  and 
sen  maligned  by  a  hard-core  faction  in 
py  the  North  that  wanted  to  punish  the 
to       South,"  Frank  says. 

Frank  is  good  at  relating  tales  of 
Lincoln.   He  SDoke  bripflv  of  I. in- 


laughed  it  off,  but  later  he  decided 
she  was  right  and  grew  it."  Lincoln 
kept  the  beard  to  the  day  of  his- 
death:  7:22  a.m.  on  April  15,  1865, 
some  10  hours  after  being  shot  by 
John  Wilkes  Booth. 


The  St.  Charles  *  historian  and 
craftsman  will  continue  his  attempts 
to  capture  Lincoln  with  his  hands, 
his  heart  and  his  mind.  If  all  goes 
well,  Frank  plans  to  work  into  his 
90's. 
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"We  believe  in  the  compatibility  of  the  past  and  present.  .  .  "John  Frank. 


fetfLAJisri    o<*  y-/o.  - 


"Success  is  nice,"  he  says,  "but  if 
1  had  a  choice  of  showing  my  work  at 
the  Louvre  in  Paris  or  at  the  Lincoln 
National  Site,  I'd  choose  the  Site. 
That's  home  base," 

As  Frank  caresses  the  face  of  one 
of  his  pieces,  he  becomes  almost 
paternal. 

"I  love  to  look  at  this,"  he  says. 
"It  almost  speaks  to  you.  Look  at 
those  eyes.  They  say  Lincoln  had 
slate  grey  eyes,  and  even  though  I 
know  this  wood  is  brown,  I  see  slate 
grey  as  I  look  into  those  eyes. 

"I've  always  related  to  Lincoln," 
Frank  says  again.  "It^ives  me  goose 
pimples  to  think  of  this  man  who 
started  with  nothing  and  became  so 
great.  It  has  to  be  destiny  —  Lincoln 
was  destined  to  froo  the  elavas  and  tn 
save  the  nation. 

"My  destiny,"  Frank  says,  "is  to 
create  better  than  anyone  else  a 
replica  of  Lincoln.  That's  my  thing, 
and  it  has  been  as  long  as  I  can 
remember." 


Several  of  his  sculptures  are  on 
display  at  the  Lincoln  Home  National 
Site  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  other 
work  has  been  shown  in  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  York  College  in 
York,  Pennsylvania.  Another  of  his 
hopes  is  to  have  some  of  his 
sculptures  commemorated  on  postage 
stamps  in  1988,  125  years  after  the 
Gettysburg  Address  was  delivered. 

Among  his  proudest  achievements 
is  Frank's  "Young  Postmaster" 
statue  of  Lincoln,  which  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  National  Association  of 
Postmasters.  The  work  is  now  on 
display  in  the  lobby  of  the  main  Post 
Office  in  Springfield. 

During  the  1980  presidential 
campaign,  then-candidate  Ronald 
Rfiaean  stooped  in  St.  Charles,  and 
Frank  presented  him  with  a  Lincoln 
.sculpture  entitled  "With  Malice 
Toward  None."  Although  Reagan 
promised  to  keep  the  piece  on  his 
desk,  Frank  says  he  hasn't  seen  it 
there  yet.  *  m 


FIND  OUT  WHERE  THE  GOOD 
TIMES  ARE  IN  THE 
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August  13,  1985 


Mr.  John  Frank 
2431  West  Clay 
St.  Charles,  MO  63301 

Dear  John: 

Many  thanks  for  the  cachet  and  the  news.  As  far  as 
I  know,  you're  the  only  sculptor  to  execute  a  bronze 
of  Lincoln  as  a  postmaster. 

I  am  certainly  glad  to  hear  the  Encyclopedia  is  of 
some  use.   I  write  in  haste  as  we  are  short  of  staff 
and  very  busy. 


Best  regards, 


MEN/vpg 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
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Group  to  erect 
Lincoln  statue 
at  home  site 

A  group  of  Illinois  and  Missouri 
residents  is  seeking  to  erect  a  life-size 
bronze  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at 
Lincoln  Home  Visitor's  Center. 

The  People's  Tribute  to  Lincoln,  of 
St.  Charles,  Mo.,  will  solicit  contribu- 
tions for  the  project  over  the  next  12 
months. 

The  sculpture  chosen  for  the  statue 
is  an  original  woodcarving  by  Mis- 
souri artist  John  Frank.  The  carving, 
titled  "The  Prairie  Lawyer,"  shows 
Lincoln  as  he  appeared  in  the  years 
when  he  practiced  law  In  Springfield 
and  lived  in  the  home. 

Frank's  work,  which  portrays  Lin- 
coln during  different  stages  of  his 
life,  is  on  display  at  the  Lincoln  Home 
and  in  the  Lincoln  collection  at  the 
University  of  Tokyo  in  Japan. 

A  Houston  foundry  has  been  select- 
ed to  cast  the  statue,  which  will  weigh 
more  than  a  ton  and  stand  over  8  feet 
tall. 

Work  on  the  sculpture  will  begin  in 
August  if  the  committee  has  raised  at 
least  $35,000  by  that  time. . 

Committee  officials  say  permis- 
sion has  been  received  to  erect  the 
statue  at  the  Lincoln  Home,  and  a 
target  date  of  Feb.  12, 1988,  has  been 
set  for  the  first  viewing. 


'The  Prairie  Lawyer' 


A  committee  has  been  formed  to  raise  funds  to  reproduce 
this  statue  by  St.  Charles  artist  John  Frank  as  a  life-size 
bronze  to  be  placed  in  front  of  the  Illinois  Visitor's  Center 
Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site  at  Springfield, » \Ht 
Target  date  for  completion  of  the  project  is  Feb.  12, 1988*  '-; 


THE  PEOPLES  TRIBUTE  TO  LINCOLN  inc. 

P.O.  Box  1202  •  St.  Charles,  MO  63302 


'Prairie  Lawyer" 


An  open  letter: 

To  all  people  who  wish  to 
honor  the  contribution  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  to  democracy 


Dear  Friends, 

The  enclosed  material 
project.  The  National  Park 
accepted  a  proposal  to  plac 
Lincoln  the  "Prairie  Lawyer 
Historic  Site  in  Springfiel 

This  statue  is  by  the 
Frank  of  St.  Charles,  Misso 
Lincoln  for  over  60  years  a 

The  Park  Service  would 
June  16,  1988,  in  conjuncti 
Lincoln  Home.  After  an  exte 
months,  the  reopening  will 
unveiling  of  the  statue  wil 
of  the  day.  And  since  prese 
at  this  prominent  site,  it 
and  appreciation  of  the  hal 
site  each  year. 

These  visitors,  both  f 
to  honor  a  man  who  symboliz 
ideals  and  words  still  insp 
many  areas  of  the  world  whe 
balance.  We  feel  that  this 
will  show  a  continuing  comm 
fought  so  hard  to  preserve. 

A  great  deal  of  work  h 
project  possible.  The  only 
Almost  all  of  the  large  sta 
great  leaders  have  been  fun 
with  a  strong  commitment  to 
It  would  be  very  rewarding 
helped  make  this  monument  p 

We  need  your  help.  Fun 
60  to  90  days  in  order  to  m 
deadlines.  We  are  hopeful  o 
for  your  attention  and  cons 


will  introduce  you  to  an  exciting 
Service  has  enthusiastically 
e  a  life-size  bronze  statue  of 
"  at  the  Lincoln  Home  National 
d,  Illinois. 

noted  Lincoln  sculptor  John  R. 
uri.  Mr.  Frank  has  been  sculpting 
nd  his  work  is  highly  acclaimed. 

like  to  dedicate  the  statue  on 
on  with  the  reopening  of  the 
nsive  restoration  effort  of  14 
be  a  major  national  event.  The 
1  add  greatly  to  the  ceremonies 
ntly  there  is  no  statue  of  Lincoln 
will  also  add  to  the  understanding 
f-million  visitors  who  come  to  the 

rom  our  country  and  abroad,  come 
es  democracy  itself.  Lincoln's 
ire  feelings  of  hope,  even  in  the 
re  democracy  is  hanging  in  the 
statue  at  such  a  prominent  site 
itment  to  everything  that  Lincoln 

as  already  been  done  to  make  this 
missing  element  is  the  funding. 
tues  in  America  that  honor  our 
ded  through  the  efforts  of  those 

civic  and  community  involvement, 
to  know  that  your  contribution 
ossible . 

ding  is  needed  within  the  next 
eet  the  enlargement  and  casting 
f  an  early  response.  Thank  you 
iderat ion . 


Sincerely 


The  People's  Tribute  To  Lincoln 


A  Not-For-Profit  Organization:  All  Contributions  Are  Tax  Deductable 


fit.  Charles  Post 
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A  Lifetime  With  Lincoln 


By  Theroaa  flgria 

0(  the  5t.  Charl^»  Pott 

Almost  64  years  ago,  sculptor 
John  Frank  hatched  his  artistic  ca- 
reer to  the  IJkeness  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

At  itf,  Frank  carved  his  first  bust 
from  a  bar  of  Camay  soap.  It  was  a 
recognizable  likeness  of  the  16th 
president  of  thfe  United  States. 

Frank  still  |ias  that  statue.  He 
shows  It  to  children  and  dares  them 
to  better  it.  Over  the  years  Frank, 
who  is  80,  hap  bettered  It  many 
times,  But  his  favorite  subject  is 
Still  Lincoln. 

"ttveryone  has  to  have  some- 
thing, somebody,  to  hitch  their  way- 
on  to,"  Frank  said,  explaining  his 
preference. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  was  honest,  Intelli- 
gent, compassionate  —  a  good  and 
honorable  men.  He  was  a  common 
man  In  hts  boyhood  he  was  poor,  1 
was  poor.  He  was  self-educated.  1 
am  self-educated,"  Frank  said, 

The  association  has  been  a  re- 
warding one.  Frank,  whose  profes- 
sional training  is  limited  to  a  couple 
of  night  school  commercial  art 
courses  ha?  statues  of  Lincoln  on 
dlspl?\  In  ollefctlons  throughout 
the  world,  eluding  Melsei  Univer- 
sity in  Tokyo. 

hut  on  June  Is,  If  all  goes  well, 
Frank's  association  with  Lincoln 
will  culminate  in  jkvhat  he  calls  "the 
greatest  thing  that  ever  happoned 
to  a  living  artist." 

On  that  day,  In. front  of  the  Visi- 
tor's Center  at  the  Lincoln  Home 
National  Historic  Site  In  Spring- 
field, 111.,  Frank's  four  grandchil- 
dren will  unveil  ailK  foot-four-inch 
bronze  enlargeme6>  of  the  "Prairie 
Lawyer," 

The  "Prairie  Lawyer"  is  Frank's 
most  famous  rendering  of  Honest 
Abe.  It  will  permanently  welcome  a 


Jishout  Whltele-y/St.  Charles  Post 

John  Frank  pausing  from  his  labors  of  sculpting  a  bust  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  studio  In  St,  Charles. 


hfllf-mlllion  people  a  year  lo  Urn 
coin's  home  -  if  5?,r>,000  to  pay  for 
the  statue  can  be  raised, 

A  group  of  private  citizens  called 
The  People's  Tribute  To  Lincoln, 
Inc.,  Is  committed  to  raising  that 


money, 

The  group  was  founded  by  David 

Robertson,  a  Lincoln  buff  who  lives 

in  Harvester.  He  saw  Frank's  work 

and  decided  one  of  Frank's  statues 

See  LINCOLN,  Page  S 


"1ftH\  j/onii  *t<nm  Qttwi' 
31V  MAWTMOHNE  AT  lilM 


fax:      314-946-8563 
Date:  3  7  "ft*    From:^  gg^iii 

p  t  (J*  if  7m  J*  </    ^  ^ 

Local  \QX\Alf-  */$£  'd  V* 

No.    Pages: 7  .  ... 

(  including   cover) 


i  a  f  ii  pf— 


Page  12     Friday,  June  16.  1989  The  State  Journal-Register    Springfield,  Illinois 

New  Lincoln  bust    i~— 
on  display;  backers  | 
need  more  money 

fay  Doug  Pokorski 


A  life-size  bronze  bust  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  been  completed  and  is  on 
display  at  the  Lincoln  Home  Visitors 
Center.  However,  the  group  promot- 
ing erection  of  a  life-size  Lincoln  stat- 
ue is  still  thousands  of  dollars  away 
from  completing  the  project. 

The  St.  Charles,  Mo.-based  group, 
called  the  People's  Tribute  to  Lin- 
coln, originally  hoped  to  have  the 
statue  finished  last  June,  when  the 
home  itself  was  reopened  after  resto- 
ration. But  problems  with  fund  rais- 
ing and  with  completion  of  a  full-size 
wax  model  for  casting  the  statue  led 
to  months  of  delay. 

John  Frank  Jr.,  whose  late  father 
carved  the  20-inch  wooden  statue  on 
which  the  life-size  bronze  will  be 
based,  said  the  organization  has 
raised  about  $35,000  of  the  $100,000  it 
needs. 

'  "When  we  started  (in  1987)  I 
thought  that  in  a  year  we'd  have  the 
$100,000  raised,"  he  said.  "Right  now, 
I'm  quite  pleased  to  have  raised  over 
a  third  of  the  money  . . .  most  of  it  in 
small,  individual  contributions." 

The  elder  Frank's  work,  "The  Prai- 
rie Lawyer."  shows  Lincoln  as  he 
would  have  looked  during  the  years 
he  lived  and  practiced  law  in  Spring- 
field. 

The  elder  Frank,  who  died  in  Sep- 
tember, was  a  nationally  known  Lin- 
coln sculptor.  Examples  of  his  work 
can  be  seen  locally  at  the  Cook  Street 
Post  Office  and  New  Salem  State 
Park  Museum,  as  well  as  at  the  Visi- 
tors Center. 

John  Frank  Jr.  said  he  hopes  to  in- 
duce corporations  and  foundations  to 
help  pay  for  the  statue,  but  so  far  he 
has  had  no  takers. 

"I  never  thought  it  would  be  that 
hard  to  get  foundations  to  contribute 
to  something  as  worthy  as  this,"  he 
said.  "But  they  have  their  own  pro- 
jects that  they're  interested  in  fund- 
ing. It's  kind  of  difficult  when  you're 
the  new  kid  on  the  block." 

Frank  said  the  Houston-based  Del 
Ray  Bronze  foundry  has  agreed  to  be- 
gin casting  the  statue  if  Frank's  orga- 
nization can  raise  another  $20,000. 

Frank  said  completion  of  the  pro- 
ject has  been  further  complicated  by 
difficulties  in  translating  the  small 
wooden  sculpture  into  a  6-foot,  4-inch 
wax  model.  A  Houston  artist  hired  to 
make  the  model  worked  for  more 
than  a  year. 

"We  assumed  he  had  followed  our 
directions,"  Frank  said.  "But  (the  re- 
sult) didn't  look  like  Lincoln.  It  was 
not  to  scale.  It  was  not  satisfactory  at 
all." 

Another  artist  also  failed  to  cap- 
ture Lincoln's  features  and  the  emo- 
tion of  the  original,  he  said.  At  that 
point,  the  younger  Frank's  wife, 
Berva.  an  art  teacher  at  Brussels 
High  School,  decided  to  try  her  hand. 
She  has  a  master's  degree  in  fine  arts 
and  had  done  some  sculpting. 

"Berva  looked  at  (the  other  artist's 
model),  and  said  'I  can  do  better  than 
that.'  Dad  said  'Well,  go  to  it,'  or  some- 
thing like  that." 


'The  Prairie  Lawyer" 


By  then,  the  elder  Frank's  health 
had  begun  to  fade  rapidly,  Berva 
said.  "It  was  really  a  rush  for  time.  I 
got  started  on  It  mainly  for  that  rea- 
son. I  wanted  to  give  him  that 
dream." 

Working  from  life  masks,  old  pho- 
tographs and  the  original  wooden 
model,  Berva  produced  three  ver- 
sions of  Lincoln's  head  before  she 
and  her  father-in-law  were  satisfied. 

"We  couldn't  reproduce  the  wood 
carving  by  just  enlarging  the  smaller 
version,"  Berva  said.  "It  wouldn't 
have  had  the  detail.  (And)  it  had  to 
have  the  emotional  impact  that  'The 
Prairie  Lawyer'  gets  across. 

Just  two  days  before  he  died,  John 
Frank  Sr.  saw  the  final  wax  model 
and  pronounced  It  "perfect." 

"I  was  very  happy  that  he  got  to  see 
the  finished  wax,"  Berva  said. 

Her  statue  shows  Lincoln  in  a  re- 
laxed pose,  leaning  against  a  fence 
rail.  She  said  she  hopes  to  complete 
the  remainder  of  the  work  by  the  end 
of  the  summer.  Then  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  raising  enough  money  to 
complete  the  casting. 

Larry  Blake,  head  ranger  at  the 
Lincoln  Home,  said  the  National 
Park  Service  is  satisfied  with  the 
quality  of  work  so  far. 

"We're  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  the  statue  can  be  cast  and  put  in 
place  by  the  Visitors  Center,"  Blake 
said.  "It  will  be  a  nice  addition  to  the 
park.  I  think  it  will  eventually  be- 
come quite  an  attraction  in  Its  own 
right." 

The  statue  is  to  be  set  in  a  grassy 
area  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
Visitors  Center,  facing  southwest  to- 
ward Seventh  Street,  as  if  greeting 
approaching  tourists. 

This  will  be  the  first  statue  of  Lin- 
coln ever  displayed  at  the  home, 
Blake  said.  "I  think  it  will  be  unique 
in  that  it'll  be  the  only  statue  in  the 
country  to  show  Lincoln  during  this 
time  period  in  his  life  —  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  young  lawyer  in  Spring- 
field." 
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Jane  Frank's 
home  hovises 
her  business 


By  TERRY  RAU 

Feature  Editor 


ST.  CIIAIUJES  —  There  is  an  oasis  of 
tranquility  In? the  midst  of  the  busy  city 

that  takes  one  back  in  time  --  back  Id 

Lincoln's  era  and  before. 

The  home4'of  Jane  Frank  at  2431  W. 

y  St.  is  ajso  the  family  business,  an 

itfque  shop  filled  with  treasures  from 

the  past  ana  the  works  of  Frank's  late 

husband,  John  Frank.  John  Frank  was 

11-known  sculptor  whose  favorite 

I  was.Abraham  Lln&ln. 

Franks'  antique  business  dates 

e  45  years,  she  laid.  The  cou- 

.e  io  St.  Charles]  from  Illinois 


30  'years  ago,  Thfy  bought  the 
lext^door  to  the  present  log  home 


1 

almost 

house  next 

and  4  acres'  from  Lillian  Trump 

"We  were  in  the  country  then.  There 
were  lots  and  lots  of  cherry  trees  here 
when  we  f|r^  came.  One  (of  the  original 
trees  was,1  pre  until  tw6  years  ago," 
Frank  saidi 

4,We  first  real]  i  we  were  in  the  city 
when  the.jlghU  >ame  out  here  -  and 
also  when)  the  taxes  went  up,"  she 
laughed,  f    ' 

Through  the  years,  twojlots  were  sold, 
and  now^the  Frank  home  and  several 
other  buildings  —  Including  the  "Lincoln 
Log  Home,  a  chapel,  workshop  and 
country  store  -  sit  on  pbout  3  acres, 
she  said. 

The  Franks'  log  home  v/as  built  from 
five  old  log  structures 

"It  was  started  In  lfl  and  r>0  and  John 
worked  on  II  14  years,  Wc  had  a  lot  of 
volunteer  work  in  It,"  she  said. 

Most  people  enter  the  home  through 
the  long,  screened  porch  at  the  back  of 
the  house.  They  come  into  a  large  room 
dominated  by  a  massive  harvest  table 
made  by  John  Frank  that  sits  in  the 
center  of  the  room,  On  one  end  of  the 
room  is  the  kitchen  wi(h  cherry  wood 
and  pine  cabinets.  A,  small  bi 
under-the*counter  refrigerator,  b 
dishwasher  and  brown  microwave  >ven 
blend  into  the  area.  Another  table  made 
by  her  husband  always  has  freshly- 
baked  cookies  or  breads  sitting  on  it 
Baskets  and  a  variety  of  herbs  hang 
from  the  beamed  ceiling, 


At  the  opposite  end  of  the  room  Is  a 
living  area  with  the  ceiling  opened  to 
the  second  floor.  A  couch  and  wing 
chairs  are  arranged  around  the  fire- 
place, The  long  beamed  mantle  is  filled 
with  antique  knickknacks,  mostly  toys, 

"We  arc  particularly  fond  of  toys," 
Frank  said  as  she  showed  off  what 
looked  like  a  large  tape  spool.  When  she 
pulled  the  lope  out  it  revealed  the 
A13CY 

"This  was  used  to  teach  children  their 
ABCs,"  Frank,  a  former  teacher, 
explained. 

She  also  brought  out  "Janic's  Pride," 
a  miniature  wooden  rocking  horse  with 
real  horse  hair  made  by  her  husband.  It 
was  a  Christmas  gift  in  197C 

An  early  HfOO's  Connecticut  hutch  is 
filled  with  American  pewter,  On  the 
walls,  autographed  photos  of  former 
President  Ronald  Reagan,  Sen.  Christo- 
pher "Kit"  Bond,  H-MO.  and  Oov.  John 
Asherol't  blend  with  an  oil  painting  of 
John  Frank  fil  work  on  a  Lincoln  bust 


foV&K'C    Sou^ry 


and  a  menagerie  of  family  photos. 

Old,  braided  wool  rugs  scattered 
across  tpe  wooden  floors  add  extra 
warmth  to  the  room. 

"All  of  this  is  John's  work,"  Frank 
said  as  $he  surveyed  the  room.  "He 
never  coined  anything.  It's  all  his  own 
Ideas.  He  never  would  use  wood  that 
wasn't  old, 

"People  think  of  John's  work  as  Lin- 
coln, but  he  did  horses,  geese  —  he 
jovod  the  Canadian  goose  —  and 
eagles," 

At  the.  far  end  of  the  room  is  a 
Smaller  room,  the  "homing  room." 

"The  bpbies  were  born  in  there  so  vou 
wouldn't  .have  to  go  upstairs,"  she 
explained. 

upstairs  are  two  bedrooms,  a  bath, 
the  gallery  filled  with  Frank's  work  and 


the  antique  shop,  She  noted  all  the  beds 
in  the  house  are  old-fashioned  rope 
beds  The  beds  are  laden  with  quilts. 

"I  sleep  o:  a  rope  bed  every  night," 
she  said, 

Sleeping  is  no  problem  in  this  home 
on  the  busiest  of  city  streets.  City  noises 
do  not  penetrate  the  homes  16-inch 
thick  walls. 

The  home  has  three  furnaces  but 
Frank  admitted  she  keeps  it  cool 
because  it  is  "very  expensive"  to  heat. 
Most  of  the  heat  comes  from  the  fire- 
place insert,  where  she  bti  ris  wood. 

"There  is  nothing  here  i  part  with," 
she  said  of  the  downstairs  living  quar- 
ters, 'and  1  couldn't  put  any  more  in. 

"It's  like  a  museum,  but  it's  homey," 
che  said.  "It's  li'    '  in  —  it's  a  lived-in 

luseum." 
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Date:  Mar  11  1993 

To:  Distribution 

From:  Hunt ley- James,  Ladonna 

Ruth  and  Fran:  Fred  Churish's  sculpture  /J.Frank's  "The  Prairie  Lawyer." 

Let's  go  ahead  and  purchase  directly  from  Mr.  Churish.  To  be  paid  for  from 
the  Lincoln  Museum  acquisitions  budget.   It's  a  good  price  and  should  add 
to  the  collection.  Ladonna 


I^Je  si^lP 


tsC/1^ 


H56973.VIEW 


(PRT001)  spooled  03/06/93  12:20 


I  had  asked  Fran  to  follow  up  on  the  Frank  sculpture.   There's  a  file  about 
him  in  the  museum  also.   The  owner  has  contacted  us  several  times. 
I  could  authorize  this  expenditure,  but  I  would  like  to  involve  the 
conservation/acquisitions  committee  because  it  seems  sounder  for  our 
process.   I  trust  Fran's  assessments  as  she's  very  careful.   Ladonna< 


DATE  :  March_J4^.-195.3 „__ 

:  L.  Huntley  James 
FROM:  F.  Taylor 


:> 


RECEIVED  MAR  11  1993 


SUBJECT:  Acquisition  of  J.  Frank's  sculpture  "The  Prairie  Lawyer' 
Bronze  1952 
Height:  19  3/4" 
Weight:  52  lbs. 

I  would  like  to  recommend  the  purchase  of  a  bronze  sculpture  titled  The 
Prairie  Lawyer  by  John  Frank  for  The  Lincoln  Museum. 

John  Frank  (b. 1907-d. 19871  was  a  self-taught  midwest  artist  that  devoted 
many  years  to  the  study  of  Abraham  Lincoln.   Most  of  Mr.  Frank's  sculptures 
were  carved  in  wood;  however,  The  Prairie  Lawyer-,  one  of  his  favorite,  was 
cast  in  bronze  in  a  limited  edition  series  off^  75.  circa  1952.   This  piece  is 
also  slated  to  be  enlarged  to  a  life-size  statue  and  erected  outside  the 
Lincoln  Home  Visitor's  Center  in  Springfield,  Illinois. 

His  work  currently  resides  in  the  Meisei  Museum  in  Tokyo,  Japan,  The  Lincoln 
Home  National  Historic  Site  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  The  Gettysburg 
National  Park  in  Pennsylvania  and  numerous  private  collections.    The 
Lincoln  Museum  currently  has  a  bust  of  Lincoln  carved  in  wax,  given  by  Mr. 
Frank  to  Mark  Neely  for  the  museum  collection.   It  is  also  my  understanding 
that  many  Lincoln  Museum  visitors  have  requested  to  view  Mr.  Frank's  works. 

The  Prairie  Lawyer  is  currently  being  offered  for  sale  by  a  private 
collector,  Fred  Churish,  at  the  1952  price  of  $1,950.  IxT&M,  ? 

Jane  Frank,  wife  of  John  Frank,  maintains  a  museum  in  St.  Charles,  Missouri, 
and  has  Lincoln  sculptures  available  for  viewing  or  purchase. 
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'Prairie  Lawyer'  statue  unveiled 

Bv  JASON  NEVEL  (iason.nevel(5)si-r.coni) 
The  State  Journal-Register 

Posted  Oct  09,  2011  @  10:46  PM 


Recommend  Si9n  UP  t0  see  what  y°ur 

friends  recommend. 


Berva  Frank  promised  her  late  father-in-law  that  she  would  someday  fulfill  his  vision  by  sculpting  the  same  Abrahai 
he  carved  out  of  wood. 

It  took  her  23  years,  but  on  Sunday,  Frank's  bronze-coated  "Prairie  Lawyer"  statue  was  unveiled  at  the  Lincoln  Hon 
About  50  people  attended  the  afternoon  ceremony. 

The  sculpture  is  the  first  major  artwork  to  be  added  to  the  site  in  20  years. 

John  R.  Frank  of  Batchtown  designed  the  statue  in  1952  and  promised  it  to  Lincoln's  Home  in  1988.  However,  Fran 
the  donation  was  pledged,  and  Berva,  his  daughter-in-law,  was  handed  the  torch. 

Frank,  a  former  art  teacher,  said  it  was  an  honor  to  complete  the  sculpture  but  wished  John  Frank  was  still  alive  to  i 
vision  fulfilled. 

"It's  taken  us  a  generation  to  accomplish  it,  but  we  feel  that  we  are  fulfilling  his  dream  in  dedicating  the  'Prairie  Law 
Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site  Visitors  Center,"  she  said. 

The  sculpture  itself  is  half  size  (3  feet  2  inches  tall)  but  sits  on  a  2-foot  base  near  the  south  entrance  of  the  visitor's  c 
the  statue  weighs  about  130  pounds. 

The  "Prairie  Lawyer"  depicts  Lincoln  as  a  young  Springfield  lawyer,  leaning  against  a  rail  fence. 

Mary  Wells  of  Chicago  said  the  way  Lincoln  is  portrayed  is  what  she  liked  best. 

"I  really  liked  how  gentle  his  face  looks,"  Wells  said.  "It  looks  like  how  he  might  have  looked  before  the  Civil  War,  ar 
stuff  that  happened  before  his  life  in  politics." 

Randy  Schick  of  Springfield  said  the  statue  would  make  more  people  aware  of  Lincoln's  prolific  legacy  as  a  lawyer. 

"Lincoln  as  a  lawyer  is  underappreciated,"  Schick  said. 

Berva  Frank  and  her  husband,  John  W.  Frank,  lived  in  Kampsville  in  Calhoun  County  for  34  years  but  now  reside  in 
A  nonprofit  group,  The  People's  Tribute  to  Lincoln,  funded  the  creation  of  the  statue. 

Jason  Nevel  can  be  reached  at  788-1521. 
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Lincoln  statue  facts 

nThere  are  about  200  original,  bronze-coated  Lincoln  statues  in  the  U.S. 

nFifty-six  of  those  statues  are  in  Illinois. 

nNine  statues  are  in  Springfield. 

nOther  Illinois  cities  with  multiple  Lincoln  statues  are:  Bloomington  (three),  Chicago  (five),  Decatur  (four),  Lincoln 

Salem  (five). 

Source:  Carl  Volkmann,  former  Lincoln  Library  director  and  author  of  "Lincoln  in  Sculpture." 
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